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Six Steps to Joyful Giving 
 
Giving can be a very joyful experience and is an important spiritual discipline of the Christian faith. 
We learn to release some of the power that money can have over our lives and place our treasures 
in God and find our heart will follow! A discipline in its nature is something we learn, something we 
work at, and something we grow in. Dr. Robert B. Gronlund has shared six steps to joyful giving 
and offers: 
 

ñThey have been used successfully in thousands of churches. They have helped hundreds 
of thousands of Christians strengthen their spiritual lives and experience greater joy in 
giving. 
 
The principles which follow are tested and proven. They are biblical and spiritual. Giving, 
which is a drudgery for all too many, can become one of your greatest joys and blessings if 
you follow these six steps. ñ 

 
Beginning February 18 and continuing for the six Sundays of Lent, we will explore in depth the Six 
Steps to Joyful Giving:  
 
I  Recognize Your Need to Give 
 
II  Seek in Prayer Godôs Will for Your Giving 
 
III  Place God First in Your Budgeting and Spending 
 
IV Have Faith and Assume Sufficiency Not Scarcity 
 
V Decide to Give Sacrificially 
 
VI  Continue Growing in Christ! 
 
We are excited to share stories of growing in faith through the spiritual practice of giving. Continued 
blessings on the journey.  
 
Peace,  
 
R. Adam Berndt   Rich Neely  
Lead Pastor    Stewardship for All Seasons Chair 
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December 2017 Attendance 

Total Attendance:  1,474 

Average Attendance: 294 

Cross of Hope Lutheran Church 
6104 Taylor Ranch Road NW 
Albuquerque, NM  87120 

Phone Number:  (505) 897-0047 
E-mail:  office@crossofhope.org 

On the web at:  www.crossofhope.org 
New:  councilpres@crossofhope.org 

 
The newsletter of Cross of Hope Lutheran 
Church is published each month for the 
enrichment of the mission (ñReaching Out 
to Grow Hope-Filled Followers of Jesusò), 
for the life of the people of God at Cross of 
Hope and our community. 

WE WANT YOUR NEWS ITEMS: 
 

Deadline is 10th of the month for the 
following monthôs edition.  Send E-mail 
articles to office@crossofhope.org or 
deliver to church office. 

Lead Pastor: Rev. R. Adam Berndt 
 

Pastor:  Rev. Matt Powell   
 

Editorial Staff: Nancy Morrison 
 Carol Russell 
 Forrest Uppendahl 
 Linda Willoughby 
 

Columnists: Patty Westerfield 
 Kathy Albin 
 

Contributors: Thoughts from Ally 
 
Reporter: Carol Russell 
 

Council Communication: 
 Nancy Lacher, President 

 
 December  Year to Date Mortgage 

Balance  2017 Year to Date Budget 
Revenues  $      47,166  $    277,360  $   267,575  

Expenses net of Depr  $      40,010  $    225,602  $   237,325  

Debt Reduction  $        6,496  $     38,798  $     38,798  $    584,010 

Cash Flow  $          660  $     12,960  $      (8,548)  

Continued on page 3 

Council Corner 
 
This will be a year where the Council begins 
implementing many of the things from the planning 
and preparation phase of last year. Briefly Iôll describe 
the upcoming things that will be happening as Council 
moves forward with the plans God has put in our 
hands. 
 
Unbinding Your Heart - over the past three months 
Toni Kovarik has been meeting with a group of 
people praying faithfully for our congregation to show 
us Godôs will and purpose. This month they presented 
to the Executive Board a proposal for direction for our 
church based upon the Trinity of Relationships from 
the Unbinding the Heart book.  The three 
relationships are Relationships with God, 
Relationships Between Church Members, and 
Relationships with People Outside the Church.  Itôs a 
comprehensive plan that Council will undertake with 
the the help of everyone. 
 
Stewardship for All Seasons (SAS) - this initiative 
was begun and has been in the planning phases 
since last spring when we were invited to attend the 
workshops and work with consultants. The SAS team 
and Council held a joint meeting with our consultant 
from Rocky Mountain Synod at our last meeting to 
review the survey that many of you took last fall. 
Based on those results and the goals identified from 
Council, Pastors, and the team, we will be rolling out 
the Stewardship for All Seasons initiative this spring. 
 
Continued work with School and Preschool - The 
Council, Director, and team began the process of 
selecting a new director/principal for our elementary 
school. We started with reviewing what the listening 
team presented, looking at the current job description, 
comparing it to standards for leaders of schools and 
other job descriptions for principals. 
 
There are still many things on our pending list for this 
spring: budget, pastoral review, Congregational 
Vitality Project, to name a few. 
 
Each time I write a Council Corner article I close by 
praying that Cross of Hope continues trusting God 

mailto:office@crossofhope.org
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Council Corner continued from page 2 

Erin Sachs  2/1 
Jordan Singleton 2/4 
Leann Zillich  2/4 
Jane Fuller  2/5 
Gini Murphy  2/6 
Nancy Leon  2/7 
Megan Jahn  2/8 
Mike Sakelaris 2/8 
Becky Stewart 2/12 
Erv Baumgart 2/13 
Aiden Fritz  2/14 
Eric Boglarski 2/15 
Karen Wilson  2/15 
Chris Frazer  2/16 
Carroll Werling 2/16 
Lisa Jones  2/17 

Helen Leon  2/18 
John Goewey 2/20 
Robert Phillips 2/21 
Corbin Bencomo 2/24 
Leeon Carrico 2/24 
Connie Frank 2/24 
Mitchell Frazer 2/24 
Leof Strand  2/24 
Lydia Alba  2/25 
David Albin  2/25 
Morgan Case 2/27 
Denise Kouri  2/28 
Shawn Maestas 2/28 
Julie Potter  2/28 
Robert Snyder 2/28 
Mina Webb  2/28 

Birthdays Anniversaries 

Andy & Lisa Shay  2/14 20 years 
Dan Zillich & Jennifer Tripp-Zillich  
    2/14 25 years 
 
Kevin & Deney Perkins 2/21   9 years 
Chuck & Martha Montano 2/22 16 years 
Bruce & Linda Molde 2/26 52 years 

 
Wednesday 
February 28 

 
Mimmoôs 

3301 Coors Blvd NW D 
Albuquerque, NM 87120 

 
Meets at 1:00 P.M. 

 
Lunch Bunch Coordinator: 
Stan Socha - 839-7416 

Members of COH unable to worship on 
a regular basis. Send a card or call! 

Heart Strings 

Betty Banks 
c/o Chip and Pat Davis 
831-0249 
300 Camino Siete SW 
Albuquerque, NM 87105 
 
Marie Cannoles 
891-7505 
Palmilla Senior Assisted 
Living, Room 240 
10301 Golf Course Rd NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87114 
 
John Fries 
Fairwinds #202 
920 Riverview Dr SE 
Rio Rancho, NM  87124 
 
Barb Ostby 
890-4534 
4043 Rayado NW 
Albuquerque, NM  87114 
 

Karen Reiten 
899-1504 
4841 Shin Avenue NE 
Rio Rancho, NM 87144 
 
Julie Thompson 
2750 Canyon View Dr. 
Santa Clara, UT 84765 
 
Jo Threewit / HHC 
Cell 974-5540, 262-2311 
Manzano Del Sol Village 
Good Samaritan, #2224-B1 
5201 Roma SE 
Albuquerque, NM  87108 
 
Pat Woldt 
29639 N Balmoral Place 
San Tan Valley, AZ 85143 

Photo by 

John McWilliam 

and His plan for our work in this community of 
faith. We need your help, support, and 
involvement as God works through us. Please 
pray for, support, and join us in our mission of 
sharing our story so that we reach out to grow 
hope-filled followers of Jesus together. Christôs 
church - better together!! 
 
On behalf of the Congregational Council Team 
- Pastor Adam, Pastor Matt, Todd Bramley, 
Sam Jones, Bob Rutland, Larry Erickson, 
Leann Frazer, Susan Mann-Biddison, and 
Dante Rossetti. 
 
With Godôs Hope, Love and Joy,  
Nancy Lacher 
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Pastor Wangberg was born in Forest City, 
Iowa, the home of Winnebago Industries, and 
grew up in Clear Lake, IA. His parents were 
teachers who had attended Augustana College 
in Sioux Falls, SD. Both had Norwegian roots. 
His family attended the Norwegian branch of 
the Lutheran church. As he grew, the Lutheran 
church in the Midwest began merging with other 
ethnic church origins - Norwegian, Swedish, 
Danish, German and Finnish - eventually to 
become part of the ELCA in 1988. 
 
Pastor Wangberg attended Luther College for 
two years, and went on to serve six years in the 
U. S. Navy. He met his wife-to-be, who had just 
graduated from Luther College, while he was in 
his last year in the Navy and they were married 
in 1972. After the Navy he attended three years 
at Wartburg College in Waverly, Iowa. At that 
point he taught fourth grade in a Lutheran Day 
school for one year and then a public 
elementary school for four years. He went on to 
the Wartburg Theological Seminary in 
Dubuque, Iowa. After seminary in 1985, he was 
ordained and they moved to Colorado. He 
served Saron Lutheran church in Strasburg, 
CO, for six years, and ten years at Bethany 
Lutheran in Cherry Hills Village, CO. Lastly he 
served thirteen years at All Saints Lutheran 
Church in Albuquerque.  
 
He lost the use of his legs in 1994 as a result of 
a cancerous tumor in his spinal cord. He is 
retired now but he and Pastor Holman were 
pleased to lead worship at COH during 
Christmas. 

 
The couple have two daughters: Julia, who has 
her MSW in Social Work, and Karin who is a 
kindergarten teacher in a bilingual public 
school. Pastor Wangberg is an avid 
photographer and plays both French horn and 
guitar. He also sang with the Navy's Blue Jacket 
Choir while he was in the U.S.Navy. In 2002 
they moved to a house in a nearby Cross of 
Hope neighborhood. After visiting the church, 
they found they liked the pastors and the 
friendliness of the congregation. 
 
Pastor Holman was born in the Chicago, 
Illinois area and raised in Cook county. She 
went to Luther College in Decorah, Iowa. She is 
one of six kids - four boys and two girls. Her 
father was an electrical engineer and her 
mother was a secretary until marriage. Her 
older brother, Tom, and she are the first college 
graduates in the family. Her family was 
unchurched until she was ten years old. At that 
time a neighbor invited her mother "to bring all 
the kids to church with her", and so they went. 
 
At Luther College she learned about Lutheran 
theology and majored in math and economics. 
She played French horn in the band. She met 
Pastor Wangberg through his sister who also 
played in the college band. They moved to 
California for her husband's last year in the 
Navy. In 1973 they moved to Waverly, Iowa, so 
he could finish college. She worked at Lutheran 
Mutual Life as an actuary specializing in 
corporate planning and product development. 
Her last position was Vice President -- Product 
Development. 
 
In 1984 she resigned her position to move with 
the family to Dubuque, IA, where she studied at 
Wartburg Seminary. She graduated in 1987 and 
was ordained in 1989. She has spent half of the 
last thirty years as an Intentional Interim Pastor 
and the other fifteen years under the call of St. 
Paul Lutheran Church in Albuquerque. The 
Wangbergs "understand the value of a school 
being associated with a church" and after 
retirement chose to join Cross of Hope as they 
wanted "to connect with our neighborhood 
congregation." 

Meet Pastors Philip Wangberg and  
Patricia Holman Written by Carol Russell 
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Written by Genie Rossetti 
Edited by Carol Russell 
 
"I love weddings! I began booking wedding receptions in the '90's. From 2007 to 
2011 I worked at Sandia Resort and Casino and was the Wedding Specialist. I 
booked and coordinated not only the receptions, but also the ceremonies. 
 
Sandia has many ceremonies due to the lovely Sandia mountains used as the 
backdrop in most pictures. There I learned from many wedding professionals: 
florists, photographers, clergy and disc jockeys. I learned about the timing of the 

bridesmaids walk down the isle, which side the groom stands on, where key families sit, etc. I can 
share this knowledge with couples who have their ceremonies at Cross Of Hope and serve the Lord 
at the same time!. 
 
I love hearing the wedding stories from the Bible because they are celebrations of happy family 
times. My being able to assist in creating special memories for all the families involved is a 
wonderful feeling. In addition, the gratitude I receive in helping them not to worry about all the 
details and enjoy their Special Day is priceless!"  

Meet Wedding Coordinator Genie Rossetti 

Cross of Hope Elementary School 
Registration for 2018 - 2019 (Grades K - 5) 
Open House for prospective students -  
 Tuesday, February 6, 4 P.M. - 6 P.M. 
 
Re-enrollment for the 2018 - 19 school year - Opens online through ParentsWeb, Friday, January 
19 at 12 P.M. 
 
Open-public registration - Saturday, February 10, 8 A.M. - 10:00 A.M. 
 
Questions? Email school@crossofhope.org or call 505-897-1832 
 
2018-19 Tuition is $5,500 for the year. Registration fee is $150 and Book and 
Supply fee is $350. 

Cross of Hope Elementary School is also taking new student applicants for 
the current School Year which runs through May 2018 

Applications are available in the Elementary School Office or online at 
www.crossofhope.org/schools/elementary . 
 
Questions? Email esoffice@crossofhope.org  or  
call the School Office: 505-897-1832. 

http://www.crossofhope.org/schools/elementary
mailto:esoffice@crossofhope.org
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REFLECTIONS ON THE WAY 
Just the Way it Is 
ñI am the vine; you are the branches é apart from me you can do nothing.ò (John 15:5) 
By Kathy Albin, Licensed Counselor  

ñThe year is still new and many of us are attempting to get back on track after 
the distractions, indulgences, and busyness of the holidays.  We may once 
again be attempting that healthier way of eating, returning to that exercise 
routine, practicing more gratitude.  Or some of us may have something bigger 
in mind; finally acting on something weôve intended to change.  Maybe this year 
will be when we finally do it.  
 
But it will take work and lots of courage.  We know this - which is exactly the 
reason many will fail, once again talking themselves out of the change - as this 
may not be the first time one has contemplated a change.  Itôs too difficult, we 
tell ourselves; itôs just the way it is, then retreat back into the comfort of our 
discomfort.  Mostly, we are simply afraid.  Being human, and doing the work 
that I do, I either experience or witness this phenomenon regularly. 

 
Itôs so easy for me, and for many of us, to see what other people need to change.  Why donôt they 
just do it?  Itôs so obvious!  Obvious doesnôt mean easy, though.  Iôve found I really need to listen to 
what is holding someone back, respecting their journey as they seriously consider the price of 
change, as well as the price of not changing, while I maintain my belief on their behalf that change 
is totally possible.  The classic song by Sam Cooke, ñA Change is Gonna Comeò (a favorite of mine 
for all time), speaks to the inevitability of change when there is a confluence of need, hope, 
courage, and something stronger than ourselves to bring it about and not let fear take over. 
 
When we feel that inner conflict between the need for change and fearing it, we can be sure that 
this is God compelling us to action; that it is a change He needs us to make, either for our own 
individual good or for the good of others.  Just as we need His strength to do it, He needs us to use 
what He has provided to make it happen:  gifts, resources, each other.   
 
Lately weôve been hearing about the ñTimeôs Upò movement, begun by women against sexual 
harassment and abuse, the idea being that what became an accepted social norm is running out of 
time.  One by one women are gathering their voices and their courage to speak out against what 
has been tolerated for years, simply because thatôs how things worked.  As the movement has 
gained strength, some critics ask why these women took so long to speak up; and there is 
particular criticism of certain women deemed with higher status who kept silent and are just now 
coming to the forefront as leaders.   
 
But isnôt this the way change goes?  Someone dares to speak up, then is silenced or punished.  
Others take note and stay silent; but some get back up, even sacrificing themselves for the cause.  
Eventually courage begins to spread as more people add their voices in need for change.  People 
become less afraid when they feel less alone.   
 
Whether we feel called to join a movement for social change or simply to make a change within our 
own circumstances, God stands ready to help us conquer the greatest oppressor and barrier to 
changeðfear.  So take a chance!  Something can finally be done about that toxic job, that 
destructive relationship, that addictive habit, that financial problem, that mess.  We can finally be 
ourselves, just as He created us.   
 
God would do anything for us, even sending His own Son to the cross to die for us so that death 
and fear and sin are conquered for all time.  He loves each and every one of us that much; itôs just 
the way it is. 
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Everything at COH was beautiful during the Christmas Season - Baby 
Jesus surely would have loved being born in our humble abode. We 
couldnôt have accomplished everything on our clean-up list without the help of all of our volunteers. 
Thank you once again to everyone who worked so hard to make everything inside and outside of the 
Church shine brightly. 
 
A church is often described as a ñBody of Christò with the Pastors leading the congregation and an 
exceptional staff to handle all the day-to-day activities to ensure everything runs efficiently and 
smoothly. 
 
Many other individuals are needed among the parishioners, who possess unique talents and skills, 
and are able to volunteer their time to help keep the church, schools and surrounding property in 
working condition. 
 
The property management team is a very important part of this group. The team is responsible for 
helping with repairs or preventative maintenance, getting volunteers to help or, if the task is too big, 
finding paid contractors from the business community. Establishing and managing deadlines and 
communicating status to the council are just a few of the other items on their plate. 
 
COH was without a property manager for a number of years. When Pat and Laura Benchik joined 
the Church, it was such a huge blessing when Laura decided to volunteer Pat for the job. In addition 
to the work requests, he started noticing all the things that needed attention in and around the 
Church and Schools. The list of things to do, upkeep and maintenance for the Church and Schools 
continues to grow - it has become the honey-do list of all lists.  
 
Some of the property management teamôs accomplishments include:  
 
- cleaning all the floors, carpets, fabric chairs, furniture and book shelves 
- getting a much needed outdoor faucet installed for the Hope Gardeners 
- cutting down dead trees and trimming back branches 
- securing loose gutters to the building 
- repair and maintenance on outside doors in school and church 
 
There are numerous items on the task list for the coming months: 
 
- quite a bit of electrical work needs to be done outside 
- replacing light bulbs in the sacristy, cleaning the chandeliers 
- painting 
- asphalt parking lot repair 
- soil for around trees and shrubs 
- and, many more tasksé  
 
If you would like to help the team or if you see something in or around the property that 
needs attention,  donôt hesitate to call: 
 

Pat Benchik, Property Manager (520) 444-8948   e-mail: pbenchik@aol.com 
Margie Reed, Property Assistant (505) 366-7149   e-mail: margiereed@msn.com 

Out Of The Toolbox 

mailto:pbenchik@aol.com
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5:15 P.M. Fellowship and Recreation 

 
5:45 - 6:25 P.M. Dinner 

 
6:30 P.M. - 7:00 P.M. Worship 

 
7:00 - 8:00 P.M. Bible Education Time 
Grades K - 5 Bible Education Time 
Grades 6 - 8 Confirmation / MHY 
Grades 9 - 12 SHY Bible Study 

Adult Bible Study 
 

Mid High Youth - MHY 
Senior High Youth - SHY 
Dinner website: 

http://www.perfectpotluck.com 
Coordinator = Benchik 

Password = mmddyy (enter date of meeting) 
 

February 7 - Valentines 
February 14 - Ash Wednesday (no W3) 
February 21 - Chinese New Year 
February 28 - Tooth Fairy Night 

 
All are welcome! 

Please come and join us! 

W³  
Walking in the Way Wednesday 

  Thoughts from Ally 
ñA manôs heart devises his way, but the Lord directs his steps.ò Proverbs 16:10 

The holiday season is over and weôre back to our everyday lives.  Wait a minute.  Weôve forgotten 
one thingéthe dreaded New Yearôs Resolutions.  I took a small poll among my friends to see how 
many make New Yearôs Resolutions.  It seems that only a few would own up to them. 
 
I then asked what kind of resolutions they had made in the past.  Of course topping the list was to 
lose weight.  Those people all smiled and said, ñIôve been losing the same ten pounds for quite a few 
years.ò  Others had things like, cleaning out the garage, learning a new skill or a new language, 
watching less TV or spending more time with their children.  At least those make sense.  Wonder 
how long they stuck with them. 
 
Of course, I couldnôt just be satisfied there.  I checked our all knowing source, Google and found a 
few really silly ones.  Listen to theseéòI will do less laundry and use more deodorantò, or ñI will not 
ring the flight attendant button on an airplane just to get her numberò, or my favorite, ñthis year I will 
balance my checkbook (on my nose).ò  I hope these people were just trying to be witty. 
 
Making resolutions is just another way we all try to direct our lives.  We think we know best.  When 
you have a minute, read the verse from Proverbs a couple of times.  Think about it for a minute or 
two and then try to enlist Godôs help in our New Yearôs Resolutions and in our day to day decisions.  
We donôt have to be in charge twenty four hours a day. 

Theology on Tap (TOT) will meet on February 14 at Monks Corner (corner of 3rd and 

Silver) at 6:00 P.M..TOT is a gathering of people from around the metro area who like to eat and 
discuss spirituality in our lives.  Order your food and drink and prepare to talk! We had approximately 
20 people at our last gathering so we divided into smaller groups. Come join us!  

http://www.perfectpotluck.com
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Volunteer Your Skills and Talents 
Areas of Ministry Needs at Cross of Hope 

Church and Schools 

Rays of Hope Production Editor  
 
¶ Work with ROH Team 
¶ Meets once a month with the 
ROH planning team 

¶ Oversees the monthly 
newsletter layout 

¶ Approximately 8 hours per 
month 

¶ computer MS Pubs  
experience. 

 
office@crossofhope.org or 505-897-0047 

Crisis Care Co-Coordinator 
 
¶ Work with Linda Molde 
¶ Arrange meals for families 
in need during crises. 

¶ Arrange receptions for 
special events such as 
Funerals, Memorials, 90 
Plus Birthday. 

 
office@crossofhope.org Or 505-897-
0047 

Reception Desk Volunteer 
 
¶ Greet folks at the front 
door. 

¶ Answer the phone 
¶ Maintain tidiness at the 
front entrance. 

¶ Available Days: Tuesday 
A.M.; Thursday A.M.; 
Friday A.M. 

 
office@crossofhope.org Or 505-897-
0047 

Substitute in the church office 
for Nancy M. when she takes 
time off. 
 
¶ prepare bulletins and media 
for services. 

¶ Computer skills, MS word; MS 
powerpoint 

¶ Copy bulletins 
 
media@crossofhope.org 

Nursery Assistants  
 
¶ help Florence B. in the 
church nursery take care 
of our youngest members 
(age birth to four). 

 
An hour or two per month.  
 
office@crossofhope.org 

Church Council Member 
 
¶ Leadership skills 
¶ member of the 
congregation 

¶ meet one time per month 
for council meeting and 
additional if needed. 

 
councilpres@crossofhope.org or 505-
897-0047 

Filled Volunteer Ministry Positions 
 

Thank you to those who have responded in filling these Volunteer Ministry Positions. 
 

¶ Food Bank Coordinator(s) -Francine Sedillo, Trish McClain and Kindergarten class. 
¶ Property Assistant - Margie Reed 
¶ Weddng Coordinator - Genie Rossetti 
¶ Assistant Director of Finance and Buisness Operations - Hans Zimmer 

"The Cross of Hope Elementary School Kindergarten class 

would like to give a huge THANKS to all who donated to 
our pajama and book drive. We were able to collect over 40 
pairs of pajamas and 50 books! The donations have been 
distributed to local shelters. Thank-you for your generosity! 

 

Sincerely, 

Trisha McClain and Francine Sedillo" 

Kindergarten Pajama and Book Drive 


